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UNDERSTANDING ARC: 
How to Estimate Purchase Costs & Obtain Final Calculations

CALCULATOR SELECTION

1. Click link to “SCERS Calculators with 
Data.”
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RETIREMENT LOGON

2. Select first field and enter identification 
number (employer-assigned or 
SCERS-assigned) without any leading 
zeroes.

3. Select second field and enter 
password found in Member’s Annual 
Statement.

4. Click Calculators button to proceed to 
screen titled “SCERS SECURITY.”

5. Within SCERS SECURITY screen 
(which is not displayed in these 
instructions), select option that reads 
in part, “I ACCEPT 
RESPONSIBILITY,” and click 
Continue button.

6. Within screen titled “SCERS SELECT 
CALCULATOR” (which is not 
displayed in these instructions), click 
link to ARC Calculator.
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MEMBER INPUT

7. Use member input screen to set 
variables for desired ARC purchase, 
which include the following items:

6-Month Blocks -> Select up to  
10 Blocks from pull-down menu, 
which equals 5 Years, 0 Months 
(maximum total purchase).
Gross Wages -> Enter total 
earnings from latest paycheck, 
which County pay stubs list as 
“Total Compensation” for period.
Percentage of Full-Time Rate -> 
Reduce default value of 100% if 
you work part-time or if your 
latest paycheck reflects unpaid 
leave time.
Pay by Lump Sum -> Enter 
percentage of ARC cost to pay 
by lump sum, which users can 
change after dollars are 
calculated on next screen. 
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MEMBER INPUT (Cont’d.)

Number of Months Requested 
for Remaining Payment -> 
Reduce default value of 120 
months if you plan to complete 
your ARC purchase in less than 
10 years (maximum payment 
period).

8. Click Calculate ARC button to obtain 
cost estimate for requested service 
under current membership category 
and tier.



Page 5

UNDERSTANDING ARC: 
How to Estimate Purchase Costs & Obtain Final Calculations

COST ESTIMATE

9. Review Option A to see lump sum and 
and/or periodic payments required to 
purchase ARC within requested term.

10. Review Option B (which is not 
displayed) to see lump sum and and/or 
periodic payments required to 
purchase ARC over maximum term, 
i.e. 10 Year(s), 0 Month(s).

11. Use links at top of page to (a) access 
Retirement Planning Benefit 
Calculator, (b) review instructions for 
ARC calculator or (c) read FAQs on 
ARC.

12. Obtain figures for different ARC 
purchases, different lump sums and/or 
different  terms by inputting new 
variables and clicking Calculate ARC 
button. 
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COST ESTIMATE (Cont’d.)

13. Use link to “Retirement Planning 
Benefit Calculator” to account for ARC 
service and compare estimated 
increase in service retirement 
allowance against total cost of ARC 
under consideration.

14. If interested in proceeding with ARC 
purchase under requested terms, click 
Request Final Calculation from 
SCERS button to obtain personalized 
form required for final cost calculation 
and purchase agreement.
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REQUEST FOR AGREEMENT

15. Review Request for Agreement to 
confirm variables requested for final 
cost calculation and purchase 
agreement.

16. Print form and note that browser 
settings can affect alignment of form, 
which is acceptable. 

17. Use pen to complete Name, Street 
Address and City-State-Zip fields.

18. Sign and date form.
19. Mail or deliver form to SCERS office in 

order for staff to determine final cost 
calculation and prepare purchase 
agreement. 
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